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Nocturnal Rainbows  Coniston Water 2016

Charles Monkhouse
Practice Profile

I am an artist working in rural and public 
spaces to create permanent installations 
and temporary light works.

The lightworks explore and articulate space 
on buildings and in landscape working with 
LEDs controlled by microchips, GPS and 
radio. Operating under the cover of dark, 
revealing what is hidden by the light of day, 
the installations create a set of visual koans 
that query the static gaze, and challenge 
the very act of seeing.

This year I have been developing Brocken 
Spectre with the support of an Arts Council 
grant. Brocken spectres are a rare but 
beautiful interplay between light and mist, 
that place an iridescent glory around the 
shadow of the viewer’s head. Brocken 
Spectre’s first public showing was at Rievaulx 
Abbey during Holy Week 2017.  

My work responds to and finds its meaning 
in its context and location. To this end, I 
often work with local stakeholders who 
inform and enrich the final outcomes. Key 
partners have included: English Heritage, the 
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site, Peak 
District National Park Authority, schools and 
communities, artists and writers.
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Evening Glory

A chain of thirteen lights around the summit 
of The Old Man of Coniston; a spectacle, 
a celebration and even a love token, to 
one of the most iconic mountain views 
in England. Flickering into sight at dusk, 
intensifying with darkness but fading towards 
midnight. Pinpoints of light shining from the 
intense darkness of autumn fells, evoking 
the awe and mystery of night and that false 

illusion of the celestial sphere upon which 
the mind projects, not only the stars, but the 
characters of mythology.

www.nightstations.co.uk

1km x 1km Light Installation
The Old Man of Coniston

FRED Festival of Site Specific Art 2005
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Double Negative 

100’ x 8’ Light Installation on Coniston Water
FRED Festival of Site Specific Art 2007

We usually encounter a lake as a surface 
whose appearance owes more to the 
deception of mirror than the transparency of 
glass. In the English Lake District, mountains 
reflected on water suggest the lake takes the 
form and colour of its perfect inverse.

In reality lakes are more murky and mysterious. 
A more uncertain world lies under these 
surfaces. Uncleansed by waves or swift 
currents, the moraines and silts of not only 
geological history line these lakebeds. 

Forty-eight lights float silently on the surface of 
Coniston Water illuminating the lake bed. Day 
and night, water and air are reversed, as the 
bed of the lake, the fish and plant life come 
become the focus of attention.

www.nightstations.co.uk
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Borderland Constellations

The Borderland Constellations were created 
by members of Borderland  Voices working 
with Charles Monkhouse during the spring 
of 2009.  Through a series of workshops the 
group explored the night skies, the stars and 
their associated mythologies before creating 
their own constellations. In October 2009 
the constellations were drawn across the 
Staffordshire Roaches, Ramshaw Rocks and 

the Churnet Valley.  Viewed from the Mermaid 
Inn, across the valley, 57 lights drew the eight 
constellations designed by the group.

www.nightstations.co.uk

Section of Brochure 
for Borderland Constellation

October 2009
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Meander

A re:place installation for the Hope Valley 
in the Derbyshire Peak District. It sought to 
redraw the River Derwent as it might have 
been, floating above the valley, thousands of 
years ago.

www.nightstations.co.uk

Light Installation in the Hope Valley
1.5km x 1km
March 2011
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Sywell Echo

100 LEDs traced the old river system hidden 
below an old Edwardian reservoir. Each 
LED hovers above the reservoir at exactly 
the height that the rivers lie below so 
that, on a calm evening, the rivers were 
precisely drawn by the reflection of the 
lights in the water.  Sywell Echo was part 
of FLOW Northamptonshire organised by 

Northamptonshire County Council. The work 
was developed and installed with support 
from the rangers and volunteers of Sywell 
Country Park. 
www.nightstations.co.uk
www.flow-northamptonshire.com

1km x 1km Light Installation
Sywell Country Park

Northamptonshire
October 2011
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Night Vision, an overnight walk from Langley 
Mill to Cromford, redrew the route of the old 
Cromford Canal by light. Led by Alison Lloyd 
of Contemporary Art of Walking, 12 walkers 
completed the 15 miles in 7 hours. It was 
documented by David White and Charles 
Monkhouse and conceived as part of a 
BOFA Cargoes residency at Cromford, 2012.

In Cargoes, a project for the Cultural 
Olympiad, artworks created by artists and 
communities were conveyed along East 
Midlands waterways by narrow boats, with 
workshops and exhibitions along the way.

Cargoes at Cromford - Night Vision

Night Vision
15 mile walk with 12 walkers, 12-13 May 2012

Screen, 96” x 34” x 1”
Images on MDF

2012
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BOFA_____

CROMFORD
PULSATING

A response to work by fellow Cargoes artists 
Kathy Sandys and Jo Fairfax: Memorial 
Chimes, exploring the bells of Loughborough 
and Light Calling, a laser reconstruction 
of the BBC World Service transmitter at 
Borough Hill.  Returning a ripple along the 
Cromford Canal was irresistible: Arkwright’s 
Mills at Cromford are seen as a trigger for the 

Industrial Revolution; a signal that resounded 
down the Derwent Valley to the rest of the 
world.  

In Cargoes, a Breath of Fresh Air project for the 
Cultural Olympiad, artworks created by artists 
and communities were conveyed along East 
Midlands waterways by narrow boats, with 
workshops and exhibitions along the way.

Cargoes at Cromford - Cromford Pulsating

Cromford Pulsating
Response to Memorial Chimes & Light Calling 

6 Photographs 42cm x 60cm (detail)
June 2012 
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Darley Dale school children finished their 

Wow Week studying the river by shepherding 

the Light Flow.  A magical moment, as 

the autumnal wood was made more 

atmospheric with the light cast by the 

electric parade.  

Derwent Pulse was a celebration of the 

Derwent and the Derwent Valley Mills. It 

wove together past, present and future 

histories of the river, its history and its people. 

Its pulsating Light Flow travelled from the 

river’s source on Bleaklow to its mouth on 

the Trent. The Light Flow was shepherded by 

local schools and riverside communities who 

were often adorned with an electric parade.

Devised and led by Charles Monkhouse, 

Derwent Pulse was commissioned by the 

Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site and 

funded by the Arts Council, the Peak District 

National Park Authority and local mills.

Derwent Pulse - Light Flow at Darley Dale      16 October 2014
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Members of Matlock Canoe Club helped the 

Light Flow spheres through their slalom course 

at Matlock. Tearing through the twists and 

turns of the rapids, skillfully managed by the 

canoeists like a posse of sheep dogs guiding 

sheep down a mountain. 

Derwent Pulse was a celebration of the 
Derwent and the Derwent Valley Mills. It 

wove together past, present and future 
histories of the river, its history and its people. 

Its pulsating Light Flow travelled from the 
river’s source on Bleaklow to its mouth on 
the Trent. The Light Flow was shepherded by 
local schools and riverside communities who 
were often adorned with an electric parade.

Devised and led by Charles Monkhouse, 

Derwent Pulse was commissioned by the 
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site and 
funded by the Arts Council, the Peak District 
National Park Authority and local mills.

Derwent Pulse - Light Flow on Matlock Slamom Course  23 October 2014
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Over 400 members of riverside communities 

Shepherded Derwent Pulse along its journey. 

Bamford Quakers and Matlock Bath bikers 

joined, fishermen, canoeists, schools and 

communities to escort the Light Flow as it 

passed along their river. Often they wore an 

Electric Parade which answered the call of 

the light spheres they followed.

Derwent Pulse was a celebration of the 
Derwent and the Derwent Valley Mills. It 
wove together past, present and future 
histories of the river, its history and its people. 

Its pulsating Light Flow travelled from the 
river’s source on Bleaklow to its mouth on the 
Trent. 

Devised and led by Charles Monkhouse, 

Derwent Pulse was commissioned by the 
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site and 
funded by the Arts Council, the Peak District 
National Park Authority and local mills.

Derwent Pulse - The Electric Parade  Designed and built by the Costumologists with Venya Krutikov  2014
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Charting the Future helped riverside 

communities reflect on their river. Artists 

Chrys Allen, Judy Hawdon and Paula Lovett, 

writers River Wolton and Matt Black, musician 

Michael Davis and The Costumologists ran 

workshops for communities and schools. 

The images and text created will be 

incorporated in Derwent Chart, a 5 meter 

map of the river mixing old and new sources.

Derwent Pulse was a celebration of the 
Derwent and the Derwent Valley Mills. It 
wove together past, present and future 
histories of the river, its history and its people. 

Its pulsating Light Flow travelled from the 
river’s source on Bleaklow to its mouth on the 
Trent. 

Devised and led by Charles Monkhouse, 
Derwent Pulse was commissioned by the 
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site and 
funded by the Arts Council, the Peak District 
National Park Authority and local mills.

Derwent Pulse - Charting the Future  Grindleford Primary School with Judy Hawdon  July 2014  
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The Legacy Screen depicts 12 pasages of the 
Light Flow as it travelled down the Derwent.  
Along with Derwent Chart, Charting the 
Future drawing and writing, photographs and 
video it is being exhibited across Derbsyshire 
in 2015. 

Derwent Pulse was a celebration of the 
Derwent and the Derwent Valley Mills. 

Devised and led by Charles Monkhouse, 
Derwent Pulse was commissioned by the 
Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site.  

Derwent Pulse - Legacy Screen  12’ x 6’,  March 2015
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Seven Nocturnal Rainbows for the English 
Lakes - Coniston Water, 30 April 2016

Seven Nocturnal Rainbows, a week 
long series of installations on Coniston, 
Ullswater and Grasmere, was inspired by 
Buttermere Lake, with Part of Cromackwater, 
Cumberland, a Shower, by JMW Turner.  An 
electronic spectrum of LEDs pulsing on the 
water grew and then faded through an 80 
minute cycle.  

Seven Nocturnal Rainbows was devised and 
delivered by Charles Monkhouse working 
with Juliette Wright and Mark Hornsey, 
photographers Carl Whitham and David 
White, and boatmen Peter and Jack Lawson.

Seven Nocturnal Rainbows was supported 
by The Brantwood Trust, Coniston Boating 
Centre,  the National Trust, Glenridding 
Sailing Centre and the Daffodil Hotel, 
Grasmere.

The Rainbows were part of Lakes Ignite 
2016 supported by United Utilities; an arts 
and culture event highlighting outstanding 
contemporary art experiences inspired by 
the Lake District landscape and in support 
of the Lake District’s bid for UNESCO World 
Heritage status.
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Seven Nocturnal Rainbows for the English Lakes - Ullswater, 3 May 2016

Seven Nocturnal Rainbows, a week long series 
of installations on Coniston, Ullswater and 
Grasmere, was inspired by Buttermere Lake, 
with Part of Cromackwater, Cumberland, 
a Shower, by JMW Turner.  An electronic 
spectrum of LEDs pulsing on the water grew 
and then faded through an 80 minute cycle.  
Seven Nocturnal Rainbows was devised and 
delivered by Charles Monkhouse working 

with Juliette Wright and Mark Hornsey, 
photographers Carl Whitham and David 
White, and boatmen Peter and Jack Lawson.

Seven Nocturnal Rainbows was supported by 
The Brantwood Trust, Coniston Boating Centre,  
the National Trust, Glenridding Sailing Centre 
and the Daffodil Hotel, Grasmere.

The Rainbows were part of Lakes Ignite 

2016 supported by United Utilities; an arts 
and culture event highlighting outstanding 
contemporary art experiences inspired by the 
Lake District landscape and in support of the 
Lake District’s bid for UNESCO World Heritage 
status.
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Seven Nocturnal Rainbows for the English Lakes - Ullswater 4 May 2016

Seven Nocturnal Rainbows, a week long series 
of installations on Coniston, Ullswater and 
Grasmere, was inspired by Buttermere Lake, 
with Part of Cromackwater, Cumberland, 
a Shower, by JMW Turner.  An electronic 
spectrum of LEDs pulsing on the water grew 
and then faded through an 80 minute cycle.  
Seven Nocturnal Rainbows was devised and 
delivered by Charles Monkhouse working 

with Juliette Wright and Mark Hornsey, 
photographers Carl Whitham and David 
White, and boatmen Peter and Jack Lawson.

Seven Nocturnal Rainbows was supported by 
The Brantwood Trust, Coniston Boating Centre,  
the National Trust, Glenridding Sailing Centre 
and the Daffodil Hotel, Grasmere.

The Rainbows were part of Lakes Ignite 

2016 supported by United Utilities; an arts 
and culture event highlighting outstanding 
contemporary art experiences inspired by the 
Lake District landscape and in support of the 
Lake District’s bid for UNESCO World Heritage 
status.
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Brocken Spectre Study
January 2017

A Brocken spectre is an image projected 
by the sun onto cloud or mist. It has two 
components: the spectre, a shadow of the 
viewer; and the glory, an iridescent spectrum 
around the viewer’s head. It is an apparition 
common in mountaineering folklore but a 
rare experience for even regular walkers. 
Visually unlike anything else we see, science 
cannot fully account for the formation of the 
glory, and a meeting with a Brocken spectre 
can be charged with awe and significance.

Over 2016-17, with the support of Arts Council 
funding, I developed equipment to generate 
Brocken spectres. Brocken Spectre was first 
shown at Rievaulx Abbey in conjunction 
with English Heritage in April 2017. Nearly 
2000 people attended the event over four 
nights which also included Michael Davis’ 
Illumaphonium and Silent Voices, a text and 
sound work created by children of Helmsley 
Primary School working with writer Tracey 
Iceton and sound artist Andrew Williams.
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Brocken Spectre Study
March 2017

A Brocken spectre is an image projected 
by the sun onto cloud or mist. It has two 
components: the spectre, a shadow of the 
viewer; and the glory, an iridescent spectrum 
around the viewer’s head. It is an apparition 
common in mountaineering folklore but a 
rare experience for even regular walkers. 
Visually unlike anything else we see, science 
cannot fully account for the formation of the 
glory, and a meeting with a Brocken spectre 
can be charged with awe and significance.

Over 2016-17, with the support of Arts Council 
funding, I developed equipment to generate 
Brocken spectres. Brocken Spectre was first 
shown at Rievaulx Abbey in conjunction 
with English Heritage in April 2017. Nearly 
2000 people attended the event over four 
nights which also included Michael Davis’ 
Illumaphonium and Silent Voices, a text and 
sound work created by children of Helmsley 
Primary School working with writer Tracey 
Iceton and sound artist Andrew Williams.
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Brocken Spectre : Fifteen Selfies at Rievaulx Abbey
12-15 April 2017
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Brocken Spectre Viewing a Brocken spectre at X Church, Gainsbourough, March 2018

A Brocken spectre is an image projected 
by the sun onto cloud or mist. It has two 
components: the spectre, a shadow of the 
viewer; and the glory, an iridescent spectrum 
around the viewer’s head. It is an apparition 
common in mountaineering folklore but a 
rare experience for even regular walkers. 
Visually unlike anything else we see, science 
cannot fully account for the formation of the 

glory, and a meeting with a Brocken spectre 
can be charged with awe and significance.

Over 2016-17, with the support of Arts Council 
funding, I developed equipment to generate 
Brocken spectres. Brocken Spectre was first 
shown at Rievaulx Abbey in conjunction 
with English Heritage. Nearly 2000 people 
attended the event over four nights which 

also included Michael Davis’ Illumaphonium 
and Silent Voices, a text and sound work 
created by children of Helmsley Primary 
School working with writer Tracey Iceton and 
sound artist Andrew Williams.
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Sites of Meaning

Site 13: Arbor Low
Text: Charles Hodgeson
Design: Charles Monkhouse
Mason: Celia Kilner

Sites of Meaning was a millennium project of 
Middleton and Smerrill in the Derbyshire Peak 
District that marked the seventeen entrances 
to its parish with marker stones, each bearing 
an inscription chosen or suggested by a 
parishioner. The project was devised by 
Charles Monkhouse who led a group of 
parishioners that realised the project over six 
years.

Sites of Meaning won first prize in Derbyshire 
County Council’s 2005 Greenwatch Awards 
and the Tarmac Central Community Award 
for its project Other Stones - Other Meanings.

www.sitesofmeaning.org.uk



CHARLES MONKHOUSE
01629 636 920
07885 625 834

www.charlesmonkhouse.co.uk
mail@charlesmonkhouse.co.uk

Site 11: Friden Bends
Text: David Fine

Design: Charles Monkhouse
Mason: Celia Kilner

Sites of Meaning was a millennium project 
of Middleton and Smerrill in the Derbyshire 
Peak District that marked the seventeen 
entrances to its parish with marker stones, 
each bearing an inscription chosen or 
suggested by a parishioner. The project 
was devised by Charles Monkhouse who 
led a group of parishioners that realised the 

project over six years. Sites of Meaning won 
first prize in Derbyshire County Council’s 2005 
Greenwatch Awards and the Tarmac Central 
Community Award for its project Other 
Stones - Other Meanings.

www.sitesofmeaning.org.uk

Sites of Meaning
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Sites of Meaning

Sculpture Residency
Artist: Amanda Wray
Location: Middleton by Youlgrave
Partner: Youlgrave Primary School

Sites of Meaning was a millennium project of 
Middleton and Smerrill in the Derbyshire Peak 
District that marked the seventeen entrances 
to its parish with marker stones, each bearing 
an inscription chosen or suggested by a 
parishioner. The project was devised by 
Charles Monkhouse who led a group of 
parishioners that realised the project over six 
years.

Sites of Meaning won first prize in Derbyshire 
County Council’s 2005 Greenwatch Awards 
and the Tarmac Central Community Award 
for its project Other Stones - Other Meanings.

www.sitesofmeaning.org.uk
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Companion Stones

E1 Longshaw Gate
Poet: Jo Bell
Artist: Kate Genever
Mason: Heritage Stoneworks

Companion Stones was devised and led by 
Charles Monkhouse for Arts in the Peak. The 
project matched twelve of the Derbyshire 
guide stoops with sculptures created by 
poets, artists and masons of the Peak. Like 
the guide stoops, which carry directions 
across treacherous terrain, each sculpture 
also bore a direction: to an equally uncertain 
future. 

Companions Stones was developed 
in partnership with the Peak District 
National Park Authority and funded by 
the Arts Council, the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation, the Duke of Devonshire’s 
Charitable Trust and numerous individual 
contributions.

www.companionstones.org.uk
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Companion Stones

E2 Longshaw Park
Poet: Ann Atkinson
Artist: Kate Genever
Mason: Heritage Stoneworks

Companion Stones was devised and led by 
Charles Monkhouse for Arts in the Peak. The 
project matched twelve of the Derbyshire 
guide stoops with sculptures created by 
poets, artists and masons of the Peak. Like 
the guide stoops, which carry directions 
across treacherous terrain, each sculpture 
also bore a direction: to an equally uncertain 
future. 

Companions Stones was developed 
in partnership with the Peak District 
National Park Authority and funded by 
the Arts Council, the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation, the Duke of Devonshire’s 
Charitable Trust and numerous individual 
contributions.

www.companionstones.org.uk
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Companion Stones

E5 Barbrook East
Poet: James Caruth
Artist: Jo Berry
Mason: Heritage Stoneworks

Companion Stones was devised and led by 
Charles Monkhouse for Arts in the Peak. The 
project matched twelve of the Derbyshire 
guide stoops with sculptures created by 
poets, artists and masons of the Peak. Like 
the guide stoops, which carry directions 
across treacherous terrain, each sculpture 
also bore a direction: to an equally uncertain 
future. 

Companions Stones was developed 
in partnership with the Peak District 
National Park Authority and funded by 
the Arts Council, the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation, the Duke of Devonshire’s 
Charitable Trust and numerous individual 
contributions.

www.companionstones.org.uk
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A Year of Moonrises

From April 1999 till March 2000 I watched 
every moonrise. A demanding year: the 
moon rises approximately one hour later 
every day so in each month there is a 
testing spell of rising every night for a week 
or more. Daytime required a rescheduling 
of commitments and the occasional excuse 
or hasty farewell! I travelled widely and 
experienced moonrises in Spain, Germany, 
France, Scotland, Costa Rica, Peru and 
Egypt besides my native Derbyshire and 
recorded each moonrise, whether visible or 
not, with a photograph.

While I originally took on the project for 
its physical challenge and commitment, 
the real challenge emerged as the work 
progressed: sighting the moon. Impossible in 
winter nights when heavy cloud dominated 
the skys, and frustrating in the daytime 
as the moon rose rose against the misty 
horizon. Consequently, epistemological issues 
became manifest in the original witnessing 
of moonrises; scientific prediction can 
anticipate the event but not the sensation or 
the fulfilment of seeing the moonrise.

www.nightstations.co.uk
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Passage : Lightwork at Buxton Pump Room   
November 2019 - January 2020   
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Passage : Lightwork at Buxton Pump Room   November 2019 - January 2020   

Passage is a celebration of the water rising 
in the Buxton Pump Room, its journey deep 
underground, and its transformative power 
for those who took the waters. 

A field of 1700 LEDs behind the pool, saturate 
the space and dance across the surface of 
the water. The colours, drawn from a stained-
glass window of the goddess Arnemetiae 

(drawn as St Anne) above the pool, evolve 
in continuous rhythms of breath and pulse 
that the life-giving water has nourished for 
millennia. 

It seemed appropriate to make a piece 
that, while interesting to a casual glance, 
was deliberately slow and provided an 
opportunity for unhurried reflection.

Passage was commissioned by Buxton 
Crescent Heritage Trust as part of their 
Sensory Celebration of Buxton’s Water and 
supported the Arts Council England.



CHARLES MONKHOUSE
01629 636 920
07885 625 834

www.charlesmonkhouse.co.uk
mail@charlesmonkhouse.co.uk

Passage : Lightwork at Buxton Pump Room   
November 2019 - January 2020   


